
From Strathlea
to Lochaven
A hundred years  
and counting



This book acknowledges the McNab family’s 
custodianship of this land over the past  
100 years. It is also a gift for future residents, 
enriching their connection to the land that  
they too will come to know as home, and where 
they too will create stories and memories to  
be treasured. 

The land on which Lochaven is built belonged 
to three generations of the McNab family 
before siblings Laurie and Val chose to sell 
to Dacland in 2014 to create a residential 
community for over 500 families. 

At first, the McNabs worked the land for crops, 
and then diversified over the years into dairy 
and cattle farming. They ran a successful 
Guernsey cattle stud farm for around 35 years, 
and enjoyed success at Melbourne and country 
agricultural shows. More recently the farm has 
been home to premium Angus stock.

As the land transitions from its farming 
heritage to a new residential community, 
Dacland has come to know Laurie and Val, 
and we have enjoyed and valued their many 
stories and memories of growing up on the 
land. As with all our communities, we listen 
to the history of the land and work with its 
natural features to create a legacy for future 
generations. Homes are more than bricks 
and mortar; they create a sense of place, 
somewhere to belong.

We have compiled this collection of photos and 
memories as a mark of respect to honour the 
McNab family history, the land and its heritage. 

Special thanks to Laurie for his generosity 
in allowing us to use his own photos for this 
book, and to both Laurie and Val for their time 
and graciousness in passing these stories on 
memories to us. 







In chatting to Laurie and Val, we have come  
to know them as genuine and generous people. 
We learnt of their deep attachment to their 
family’s land, listened to their stories, and 
enjoyed their childhood memories of growing  
up in Cranbourne when this semi-rural town 
evolved into a vibrant community.

We are proud that Laurie and Val chose Dacland 
as caretakers of their land into the future. 











Laurie has enjoyed a lifelong interest in 
photography and has been a member of  
local camera clubs for the past 40 years.  
His uncle was also a keen photographer,  
and was one of the few people in town who 
owned a camera. This image of a New Holland 
Honeyeater was taken by Laurie recently at 
the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne. 

















When he was around ten years old, Laurie’s 
parents lost him at the Berwick show when 
he snuck off to watch Scottish dancing on 
the back of a truck. The appeal of Scottish 
dancing stayed with Laurie for years to come 
and he took it up at age 40, enjoying what he 
describes as “the best time of my life”. 

To acknowledge and honour the McNab 
family’s Scottish beginnings, Dacland has 
incorporated the family tartan into the 
design of Lochaven, in its streetscapes 
and parks. The tartan is referenced in the 
Lochaven logo and branding and family 
history will be incorporated in Lochaven’s 
street names and landmarks.





“Laurie, Isobel and I used to ride our 
bikes to school in Cranbourne and back 

home again at night. Only on a really 
wet day, Dad would put the trailer on 

the car and pick us up.”
Val Peterson, Landowner



Laurie, Val and Isobel have fond memories  
of growing up on this land, and their lives are 
closely linked to it. 

Both Laurie and Val have spent their entire 
lives on this property and Isobel retained a 
strong connection with farming when she 
married and moved away.







The land has been good to the McNab family, 
who have enjoyed both public and private 
success. The cattle from Strathlea consistently 
won prizes at the Royal Melbourne Show and 
other agricultural shows around Gippsland  
and further afield.

There are so many ribbons won at agricultural 
shows, they’ve been sewn together into 
prizewinning flag by family friend Leonie Maher.















Laurie knows every inch of the land, and 
there is plentiful evidence of his labours 
throughout the property. He says there was 
always something to do around the farm, or 
something that needed repair. 

“�There were over 100 gates throughout the 
property. Wooden ones – my dad and I made 
those. When we first got the stud I painted 
every one of them white. The place just looked 
so smart!” 

Many years later, Laurie bought a welder and 
handcrafted over 100 steel gates to replace 
the ageing wooden ones. 

“�It was hard work but it got me through a  
really tough time in my life. And these ones 
would last forever. Yep, I’ve spent a lot of  
time out there.”







Laurie, Val and Isobel on the farm around 1964. 









When he was very little Laurie was known to use 
a chair to open the front door, before crossing Hall 
Road to his grandparents’ property to join them for 
breakfast. His mother worried about the road and 
put an end to his meandering.





“�We chose Dacland because it 
felt right. It’s been interesting 
sitting with them and sharing 
their plans for the land. It’s 
been appreciated.”

Val Peterson, Landowner

“�One of my favourite moments 
coming out here was bringing 
my father and the two old 
farmers sat down and had a 
bit of chat about what stock 
he was running and those sort 
of things. Dad bought Laurie 
closer to Dacland and made 
him feel comfortable that the 
people who were going to 
take carriage of the land were 
people he could trust.” 

 

“�We both share a love of the 
land and Dacland has walked 
every inch of Lochaven 
before preparing our design. 
The McNabs and Dacland 
understand that community 
building starts with a family, 
and that’s a shared vision 
as we work through the 
development.” 

John C Dwyer,  
Managing Director, Dacland







“�One of the really great things about the McNab 
property and one of the things that drew us 
to it immediately is that this parcel of land 
has everything a community living in the 
twenty-first century in Melbourne needs. 
This land will soon become a community of 
around 500 homes. Laurie McNab and his 
sister Val have lived here all their lives, and 
their family owned the land for 100 years. As 
we’ve shared our future plans, they’ve shared 
their memories with us. This has given us an 
extraordinary opportunity to take one family’s 
generational ownership of this land and 
translate that history into the development 
of this community for the future. The McNab 
story serves to deepen the sense of place that 
future Lochaven residents will feel as they too 
come to call this land home, and where they 
too will create family histories to be treasured 
and shared.”

John C Dwyer,  
Managing Director, Dacland




